An extract from Jazz Harper: Space Explorer

e , @, .. .

T . "

MARS YEAR 84 L p

K]
™
.
.
[ ] L)

Nearly twenty ’Mé.rs years ago, the extraordinary story of two
children who discovef’e’c_f J__ifer'on Mars heralded the beginning of
a new era for the Mari_nerié;‘ Colony and all humans living and

working on the Red Planéﬁ.-

Now, after many years, rese'a,_r.chers have uncovered documents
from the Marineris a,fchives_ which shed new light on the

discovery and the events that led to it.
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Those documents are published here together for the first time.
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What follows is a story lilée no othen...'"’i’ 4

e /\/\aﬂ 2060
Dear Brand-New Diary of Adventure,

ﬁolaﬂ WS ovr very last visit fo Gran before our o{)io
mission to Mars. Mum and | travelled there on the dair
tvam, like vsvdl. Did You know that aiv trams travel
VCC(”ﬂ, VCC(”ﬂ fast? | looked it up on the map dpp on my
webspectucles as we sped over the tull tower blocks
andl green parks. At one point, we got vp fo 1 47 mph!

| asked Mum if thats how fust we’ll be 1Lm\/cllinﬂ
Jrhrovﬂh Space. She <aid that the rocket will be much
faster — over 1vaomLﬂ thousand miles per hour!

Twenty thousand! Thatt mega—fust. That’ ctomach-
ohurning, brain—mclﬁng fast. Sometimes, when we're
on the daiv tram, | P’“f'] games fo make the J’ourn%
more fun. Today, | imagined that | wag a space pilot,
Speeding through the galary. Ovtside the windons,
stars and planets zoomed pact, b!vrring info ¢treqks of

light An alien épaocéhip approdched with lagers bcamimg

but | wag Vcaolﬂ 1o 24p it nto another dimension as Soon
as 1t 30’r into range.
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‘Fonl Fon/—pon/—pon! Fow! !

‘Oh Jazz, ﬂov’m not Qhoo’ring aliens aj“in," said Mum ag the
other people on the tram stared. “We like aliens!”

l cxplainool that 1Lhcﬂ had v¢ corneved in the ovter gFira! arm
of a dictunt galary and that | hadl o choice.

Mum <aid that | chould at least hff] fo brinﬂ one back dalive ¢o
that ¢he covld Q’h/olf] it. Thats what Mum does for d li\/inﬂ.
She’s an extratervestyial-life vesearcher — an alien scientist.

l Pcrformcd d lighﬁpccol U—turn 1o oa{nLWc an alien f!ccinﬂ
the chattered §{>aw§hi{> in a life vaft

“Hmm," Mum gaid, pretending to investigate my captured
alien. “It hag bug eyes, Seven !@gé, a QPiloj exoskeleton and
liclviol braing. Thig 1§ like no’rhing ve ever seen before, Juzz,
We could win the Gulsctic Discovery Frize for thig.”

“Do You think thats what the dlien life on Mars will look
like? | asked.



Questions

1. What is the name of the colony on Mars that humans have established?

2. From the first section, find and copy a phrase which suggests that the documents have not
been seen before.

3. How fast will Jazz and her Mum be travelling through space? Circle one.

147 mph 20,000 mph 1,000 mph Faster than light
4, What is Mum’s job? Circle one.

an extraterrestrial-life researcher a space pilot an air tram driver

5. Put a tick in the correct boxes to show which descriptions Mum uses to describe the
pretend alien.

Mum’s description

bug eyes

three legs

a spiky exoskeleton

no brains

6. Put a tick in each row to show whether the events really happened in the story or were
imagined by Jazz.

Really Happened | Imagined by
in the Story Jazz

Mum and Jazz travelled by air tram

Jazz looked up the map using webspectacles

stars and planets zoomed past the windows

Jazz was shooting aliens

7. How did Mum feel about Jazz's imaginary game?
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Answers

1. What is the name of the colony on Mars that humans have established?

Marineris Colony

2. From the first section, find and copy a phrase which suggests that the documents have not
been seen before.

Accept either: Those documents are published here together for the first time
or Now, after many years, researchers have uncovered documents

3. How fast will Jazz and her Mum be travelling through space? Circle one.

147 mph 20,000 mph 1,000 mph Faster than light

4, What is Mum’s job? Circle one.

an extraterrestrial-life researcher a space pilot an air tram driver

5. Put a tick in the correct boxes to show which descriptions Mum uses to describe the
pretend alien.

Mum’s description

bug eyes /
three legs
a spiky exoskeleton \/
no brains

6. Put a tick in each row to show whether the events really happened in the story or were
imagined by Jazz.

Really Happened | Imagined by

in the Story Jazz
Mum and Jazz travelled by air tram /
Jazz looked up the map using webspectacles \/

stars and planets zoomed past the windows

Jazz was shooting aliens

v~
v~

7. How did Mum feel about Jazz's imaginary game?
e “Mum laughed”. This suggests she was amused / she thought it was funny

« She went along with the game by “pretending to investigate the captured alien”
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Nearly twenty ’Mé.rs years ago, the extraordinary story of two
children who discovef’e’c_f J__ifer'on Mars heralded the beginning of
a new era for the Mari_nerié;‘ Colony and all humans living and

working on the Red Planéﬁ.-

Now, after many years, rese'a,_r.chers have uncovered documents
from the Marineris a,fchives_ which shed new light on the

discovery and the events that led to it.
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Those documents are published here together for the first time.
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What follows is a story lilée no othen...'"’i’ 4

ZE /\/\aﬂ 2060
Dear Brand-New Diary of Adventure,

ﬁolaﬂ WS ovr very last visit fo Gran before our o{)io
mission to Mars. Mum and | travelled there on the dir
tram, like vual. Did You_ krnon that aiv trams travel
VCC(”ﬂ, VCC(”ﬂ fast? | looked it up on the map dpp on my
webspectucles as we sped over the tull tower blocks
and green parks. At one point, we got vp fo 1 47 mph!

| asked Mum if thats how fust we'll be 1Lm\/cllin3
Jrhrovﬂh Space. She <aid that the rocket will be much
faster — over 1vaomLﬂ thousand miles per houy!

Twenty thousand! That’ mega—fast. That’ ctomach-
ohurning, brain—mclﬁng fast. Sometimes, when we're
on the daiv tram, | P’“f'] games fo make the J’ourn%
more fun. Today, | imagined that | wag a space pilot,
Speeding through the galary. Ovtside the windons,
stars and planets zoomed pact, b!vrring info ¢tredks of

light An alien épaocéhip approdched with lagers bcamimg

but | wag Vcaolﬂ 1o 24p it nto another dimension as Soon
as 1t 30’r into range.
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‘Fow! Povv'{)ovv—'pow,’ Fow!”

‘Oh Jazz, 50\/’1/@ not chooﬁnﬂ aliens again," said Mum as the
other PcoPlc on the tram stared. “We like alieng!”

l oxplaincol that 1Lhcﬂ had v¢ corneved in the ovter Q{)im! arm
of a dictunt galary and that | hadl no choice.

Mum <aid that | should at least ﬁfﬂ fo bring one back. alive o
that ¢he covld Qh/olf] it. Thats what Mum doeg for d (i\/inﬂ.
She’s an extratervestyial-life vesearcher — an alien scientist.

l Fcrformool d Iiﬂthé{)ccol U—turn 1o c/ap’rvro an alien ﬂccinﬂ
the chattered cpawéhip in a life vaft

“Hmm," Mum gaid, pretending to investigate my captured
alien. “It hag bug eves, Seven 1694, a épikij exoskeleton and
licluiol braing. This i¢ [ike VlO’H’IiVlﬂ ve ever seen before, Juzz.
We could win the Gulactic Discovery Frize for thig.”

“Do You think thats what the dlien life on Mars will look
like? | asked.

Mum lavghed. [ doubt that theyll have ¢even legs. In fact, |

2

doubt that ﬂf\@ﬂ’” have any lcgé at all”

| spent the rest of the J'ovrnc:j Hf\inldnﬂ abovt Martiang with
tentucles and suckers, and some that crawled over the
ﬂVoWlol like §IV9§. When the aiv tram fina(lﬂ 30% to Sunget
f‘l’oigh’ré, we veleased our Qc\/on—lo%ool alien back into the
wild and hopped onto the platform.

Gran lives in one of those old—fashioned retivement \/iN(Ajc;
from the 2020¢: dll 3!a§§ and steel and ovwing walls. When
she 10t moinﬂ her friends around the oovmjarol on her
hover ¢cooter or ﬂqrovving Street parties on vvcckyliﬂh’ré,
shes in her fop—floor flaf, 3azing ’H’\Vov_gh her binoculars at
the haPPcningé donwn below or in\/iﬁng people over for curry
¢o hot that it blong Your head off.

[ covld smell Grang curvy ag Soon o5 we got upstuirs. Even
before the front door opened, My eyes watered.



Questions

1. In what year is the first section of the story set?

2. Find and copy a phrase or sentence in the first section that builds anticipation of the story
that comes next and entices the reader to find out more.

3. What transport does Jazz use to visit Gran?

spaceship car air tram hover scooter

4. How do you know that this is the typical way in which Jazz travels to visit her Gran?

5. Find and copy a phrase which reveals that Jazz is not actually capturing aliens in this
extract.

6. In what kind of accommodation does Gran live?

7. Look at the line: “I could smell Gran's curry as soon as we got upstairs. Even before the
front door opened, my eyes watered.” What does this suggest about Gran's curry?

8. Mum and Jazz appear to have a fun relationship and get along well. What evidence is
there to support this?
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Answers

1. In what year is the first section of the story set?

Mars Year 84

2. Find and copy a phrase or sentence in the first section that builds anticipation of the story
that comes next and entices the reader to find out more.

“What follows is a story like no other...”

3. What transport does Jazz use to visit Gran?

spaceship car hover scooter

4, How do you know that this is the typical way in which Jazz travels to visit her Gran?

Jazz says that they travelled this way ‘like usual’.

5. Find and copy a phrase which reveals that Jazz is not actually capturing aliens in this
extract.
Accept any of the following:
« I play games to make the journey more fun
¢ I imagined that I was a space pilot
e “Hmmm,” Mum said, pretending to investigate my captured alien.

6. In what kind of accommodation does Gran live?
Accept:
¢ (an old fashioned) retirement village
¢ a description such as: all glass and steel and curving walls
¢ a place from the 2020s

7. Look at the line: “I could smell Gran's curry as soon as we got upstairs. Even before the
front door opened, my eyes watered.” What does this suggest about Gran's curry?

The smell is very strong / it is spicy / it is powerful / it is hot

8. Mum and Jazz appear to have a fun relationship and get along well. What evidence is
there to support this?

Accept any evidence that Mum and Jazz appear to get along well e.g. because Mum
laughed at Jazz's imaginary game and she went along with the pretend investigation
of the alien.
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Nearly twenty ’Mé.rs years ago, the extraordinary story of two
children who discovef’e’c_f J__ifer'on Mars heralded the beginning of
a new era for the Mari_nerié;‘ Colony and all humans living and

working on the Red Planéﬁ.-

Now, after many years, rese'a,_r.chers have uncovered documents
from the Marineris a,fchives_ which shed new light on the

discovery and the events that led to it.
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Those documents are published here together for the first time.
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What follows is a story lilée no othen...'"’i’ 4

ZE /\/\aﬂ 2060
Dear Brand-New Diary of Adventure,

ﬁolaﬂ WS ovr very last visit fo Gran before our o{)io
mission to Mars. Mum and | travelled there on the dir
tram, like vual. Did You_ krnon that aiv trams travel
VCC(”ﬂ, VCC(”ﬂ fast? | looked it up on the map dpp on my
webspectucles as we sped over the tull tower blocks
and green parks. At one point, we got vp fo 1 47 mph!

| asked Mum if thats how fust we'll be 1Lm\/cllin3
Jrhrovﬂh Space. She <aid that the rocket will be much
faster — over 1vaomLﬂ thousand miles per houy!

Twenty thousand! That’ mega—fast. That’ ctomach-
ohurning, brain—mclﬁng fast. Sometimes, when we're
on the daiv tram, | P’“f'] games fo make the J’ourn%
more fun. Today, | imagined that | wag a space pilot,
Speeding through the galary. Ovtside the windons,
stars and planets zoomed pact, b!vrring info ¢tredks of

light An alien épaocéhip approdched with lagers bcamimg

but | wag Vcaolﬂ 1o 24p it nto another dimension as Soon
as 1t 30’r into range.
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‘Fow! Povv'{)ovv—'pow,’ Fow!”

‘Oh Jazz, 50\/’1/@ not chooﬁnﬂ aliens again," said Mum as the
other PcoPlc on the tram stared. “We like alieng!”

l oxplaincol that 1Lhcﬂ had v¢ corneved in the ovter Q{)im! arm
of a dictunt galary and that | hadl no choice.

Mum <aid that | should at least ﬁfﬂ o bring one back. alive o

that ¢he covld d‘vdﬂ it. Thats what Mum doeg for q (i\/inﬂ.
She’s an extratervestyial-life vesearcher — an alien scientist.

l Fcrformool d Iiﬂthé{)ccol U—turn 1o c/ap’rvro an alien ﬂccinﬂ
the chattered cpawéhip in a life vaft

“Hmm," Mum gaid, pretending to investigate my captured
alien. “It hag bug eves, Seven 1694, a épikij exoskeleton and
licluiol braing. This i¢ [ike VlO’H’IiVlﬂ ve ever seen before, Juzz.
We could win the Gulactic Discovery Frize for thig.”

“Do You think thats what the dlien life on Mars will look
like? | asked.

Mum lavghed. [ doubt that theyll have ¢even legs. In fact, |

2

doubt that ﬂf\@ﬂ’” have any lcgé at all”

| spent the rest of the J'ovrnc:j Hf\inldnﬂ abovt Martiang with
tentucles and suckers, and some that crawled over the
ﬂVoWlol like §IV9§. When the aiv tram fina(lﬂ 30% to Sunget
f‘l’oigh’ré, we veleased our Qc\/on—lo%ool alien back into the
wild and hopped onto the platform.

Gran lives in one of those old—fashioned retivement \/iN(Ajc;
from the 2020¢: dll 3!a§§ and steel and ovwing walls. When
she 10t moinﬂ her friends around the oovmjarol on her
hover ¢cooter or ﬂqrovving Street parties on vvcckyliﬂh’ré,
shes in her fop—floor flaf, 3azing ’H’\Vov_gh her binoculars at
the haPPcningé donwn below or in\/iﬁng people over for curry
¢o hot that it blong Your head off.

[ covld smell Grang curvy ag Soon o5 we got upstuirs. Even
before the front door opened, My eyes watered.

“I\/\ﬂ brave girls!” said Gran, throwing open the door. That’
how ¢he alvvatjg greets us, even though we'Ve never done
anﬂﬂﬂinﬁ as brave as she has — well, vntil now. Gran wug
W@aViVlg pink, flvffy clippers, khaki trousers and a ohfcgginﬂ
gown covered in parvots. “‘Off on an adventure to a new

&



worldl What | wouldn’t 93\/6 1o be ooming with 50\/." Gvan
Said that she had made vs a proper meal fo send s off.
“There’ll be lean Pio{dngg in space,” she gaid. “No cheese, no
meat, o chocolute fudge cike..)

Mum FoimLcd ovt that the technicians on Mars make ﬂoool
lab—growm beef, and | caid that we'll eat insects becavse
thats what ﬂf\"clj’rc farminﬂ ovt there.

‘Ive eaten plenty of Ingects in my time, caid Gran. “Thcﬂ
were deliciovs when deep fried in sweet-and—Sour Savce.
LIl gend You my recipe, Shl [? Did | ever tell you abovt the
time when | ate toasted rvhinoceros beetles in the Amazon
rainforests”



Questions

1. Look at the first section of the text. From where were the documents uncovered?

2. The first section ends with the line: “What follows is a story like no other...”
What effect is this designed to have upon the reader?

3. What does Jazz use her webspectacles for?

To see better To go faster To look up To imagine aliens
information

4. Find and copy a phrase which suggests that Mum and Jazz typically use the same means
of transport to visit Gran.

5. How can you tell that this story is set in the future? Give two reasons or examples.

6. What does Mum imagine about alien life forms on Mars?

7. Jazz describes the speed of travelling through space as “stomach-churning”. What does
this suggest about the way it makes her feel?
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Questions

8. What impression do you get of the relationship between Mum and Jazz? Support your
answer with evidence.

9. Describe some of the food that will or will not be available in space, according to Gran.

10. What impression do you get of Gran's character? Use evidence to support your answer.
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Answers

1. Look at the first section of the text. From where were the documents uncovered?

The Marineris archives

2. The first section ends with the line: “What follows is a story like no other...”
What effect is this designed to have upon the reader?

Accept answers which describe the effect of: making the story seem extraordinary or
enticing the reader, making them want to know more; building suspense or excitement.

3. What does Jazz use her webspectacles for?

To see better To go faster To look up To imagine aliens

information

4, Find and copy a phrase which suggests that Mum and Jazz typically use the same means
of transport to visit Gran.

‘(Mum and I travelled there on the air tram) like usual.’

5. How can you tell that this story is set in the future? Give two reasons or examples.
Accept any of the following:
e The diary date says 29th January 2060
 Jazz refers to visiting Mars, which does not currently happen in the present
» She uses air trams to travel and webspectacles to look things up

 The first section refers to life being discovered on Mars in the past, but it hasn’t
happened yet

« Gran lives in a retirement village from the 2020s

6. What does Mum imagine about alien life forms on Mars?

That they are unlikely to have seven legs, or any legs at all.

7. Jazz describes the speed of travelling through space as “stomach-churning”. What does
this suggest about the way it makes her feel?

Stomach churning suggests that it makes Jazz feel anxious or nervous, that she may
feel sick about it.
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Answers

8. What impression do you get of the relationship between Mum and Jazz? Support your
answer with evidence.

Accept any evidence that Mum and Jazz appear to get along well e.g. because Mum
laughed at Jazz's imaginary game and she went along with the pretend investigation
of the alien.

9. Describe some of the food that will or will not be available in space, according to Gran.
Answers must refer to some food which will or will not be eaten, e.g.
 good lab-grown beef
* insects
¢ no cheese

¢ no real meat

 no chocolate fudge cake

10. What impression do you get of Gran'’s character? Use evidence to support your answer.
Accept any appropriate evidence of Gran's character, including:

 unusual / eccentric (‘Gran was wearing pink, fluffy slippers, khakis and a dressing
gown covered in parrots’).

 adventurous and likes excitement (‘racing her friends around the courtyard on her
hover scooter, or throwing street parties on weeknights’)

* brave (‘even though we've never done anything as brave as she has’ / ‘What I
wouldn't give to come with you’)
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